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PRESS INFORMATION – For immediate release

JANELLE MONÁE TO PERFORM ON OPENING NIGHT OF MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL IN 2019

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tickets on sale to MIF Members from 9am, Tuesday 11 December 2018
On general sale at 9am, Friday 14 December 2018

GRAMMY®-nominated singer-songwriter, producer, actress, and activist Janelle Monáe will perform on the opening night of Manchester International Festival (MIF19) on Thursday 4 July 2019.

The acclaimed artist will headline the open-air event at Castlefield Bowl in the heart of the city, helping kick off the 18-day festival, which is bringing a host of leading artists from across the globe to venues and spaces across Manchester. 

The concert is one of only two that Janelle Monáe will be playing in the UK in 2019 and follows the success of this year’s award-winning Dirty Computer album and a sold-out Manchester show in September.

The last two years have been hugely successful for Monáe, who embarked on her film acting career in 2016 with lauded performances in two landmark films, Hidden Figures and Moonlight, both receiving Academy Award nominations for Best Picture, with the latter winning at the 89th Academy Awards. Last week she collected the Trailblazer Award at the Billboard Women in Music ceremony, whilst Dirty Computer has been named NPR’s album of the year and has just been nominated for a GRAMMY® in the best album category. Janelle Monáe also stars alongside Steve Carell, Leslie Mann and Diane Kruger in Robert Zemeckis' latest film, Welcome to Marwen, which receives its premiere later this month.

Janelle Monáe joins other internationally acclaimed artists already been announced for next year’s MIF19, including Yoko Ono, Idris Elba and Kwame Kwei-Armah and Skepta, who will present world premieres at the cross-art form biennial festival. The full MIF19 programme will be announced in Manchester on 7 March 2019.

John McGrath, Artistic Director and CEO at MIF, said: ‘We’re thrilled that Janelle Monáe is performing on the opening night of MIF19. Justifiably, she’s getting widespread acclaim for her work and we’re delighted that Manchester is hosting one of only two shows she is planning for the UK in 2019. It will be a sensational event and adds to an exciting start to the Festival.’

For more information, please head to: mif.co.uk

Priority booking for tickets for Janelle Monáe opens on Tuesday 11 December 2018 at 9am, with general sale available from Friday 14 December 2018 at 9am.

Janelle Monáe
Plus special guests
Castlefield Bowl, Liverpool Road, Manchester, M3 4JN
Thursday 4 July 2019, 7pm – 11pm (gates open 6pm)
Tickets from £35
£10 tickets available for Greater Manchester residents on a lower wage
Book tickets: mif.co.uk


Already announced for MIF19: 

BELLS FOR PEACE – Yoko Ono
Yoko Ono invites us to gather together in Cathedral Gardens for the opening event at MIF 19 and send a message of peace to the world. Thousands of diverse voices and a people’s orchestra of bells from home and abroad will ring and sing out for peace – and welcome the world to Manchester. Yoko Ono has been among the world’s most renowned and respected artists for more than 50 years. This new commission is the first major work she has created for the city of Manchester. 

Thursday 4 July, 6pm
Cathedral Gardens, Corporation St, Manchester, M4 3BG
No ticket required

Tree - Idris Elba & Kwame Kwei-Armah
Tree takes audiences on a thrilling journey in search of the soul and spirit of contemporary South Africa. Created by Idris Elba, whose album Mi Mandela provides the soundtrack, and Kwame Kwei-Armah, the new Artistic Director of London’s Young Vic, this major world-premiere production takes place in the round within Upper Campfield Market Hall, one of Manchester’s most atmospheric spaces. Idris and Kwame’s new work features music, dance and film combined with an exciting and dynamic cast to explore the past, present and future of a country at a crossroads – all through the eyes of one young man on a journey of healing.

4-10 July, times vary
Upper Campfield Market Hall, Manchester, M3 4FN
Tickets from £10

DYSTOPIA987 – Skepta
Skepta invites you to enter another world in this series of intimate and immersive experiences. Held in a secret Manchester location, DYSTOPIA987 is a waking dream that presents Skepta’s singular vision of the future: deep, dark, radical and riveting.

Featuring a live set from Skepta, guest appearances from hand-picked performers and DJs, a wealth of new technology and a cast inhabiting a hidden netherworld, DYSTOPIA987 is a journey into eternity – a future riven with uncertainty and fear but rich in wonder and possibility.

17-19 July, 7pm
Secret location in Manchester city centre
Tickets from £10

[bookmark: _Hlk531970118]Thank You Very Much - Claire Cunningham
The National Theatre of Scotland and Manchester International Festival come together for the first time to work with leading artist Claire Cunningham to present Thank You Very Much, which will premiere at MIF in July 2019 before touring to Glasgow later in the year. 

This ambitious and powerful new work from Claire Cunningham uses the phenomenon of Elvis tribute artists as a springboard to explore impersonation, identity, acceptance and the challenges of being yourself. Thank You Very Much invites audiences to join an evening informed by the experiences of an international company of leading disabled performers.  Through the lens of the competitive world of Elvis tribute artists, among the messiness of navigating society’s ideas of normality, the ensemble takes apart the myth of how bodies should be and have been trained to be. With her characteristic wit and honesty Cunningham asks us all…what is “the wonder of you”?

Dates, times and locations to be announced. Tickets on-sale 7 March 2019

Festival Square
The home of the Festival in the heart of the city, Festival Square will be open daily hosting a free programme of live music and talks, with guided walks as well as a range of food and drink.

4-21 July, times vary
Albert Square, Manchester, M2 5DB
No ticket required

Ends

About Manchester International Festival (MIF)
Manchester International Festival (MIF) is the world’s first festival of original, new work and special events, staged every two years in Manchester, UK. MIF launched in 2007 as an artist-led festival presenting new works from across the spectrum of performing arts, visual arts and popular culture. The next Festival takes place from 4 – 21 July 2019.

MIF has commissioned, produced and presented world premieres by artists including Marina Abramović, Damon Albarn, Björk, Boris Charmatz, Jeremy Deller, Elbow, Wayne McGregor, Steve McQueen, Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, Thomas Ostermeier, Maxine Peake, Punchdrunk, The xx, Robert Wilson and Zaha Hadid Architects.

MIF brings together world-renowned artists from different art forms and backgrounds to create dynamic, innovative and forward-thinking new work, staged in venues across Greater Manchester – from theatres, galleries and concert halls to railway depots, churches and car parks. MIF works closely with venues, festivals and other cultural organisations globally, whose financial and creative input helps to make many of these projects possible and ensures that work made at MIF goes on to be seen around the world.

MIF’s year-round Creative Community programme also works widely within Manchester with a community of creative people from all backgrounds, ages and corners of the city who are forging closer connections with the Festival. 

MIF’s Artistic Director and CEO is John McGrath. 

MIF will also be the operator for The Factory, a new world-class cultural space being developed in Manchester, which will commission, present and produce new work from the world’s greatest artists, offering a space to make, explore and experiment. 

MIF is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee. www.mif.co.uk

Janelle Monáe
Born in Kansas City in 1985, singer Janelle Monáe had her big break in 2005 when she was invited by Big Boi to perform on several OutKast tracks. After her first unofficial studio album, The Audition, she publicly debuted with a conceptual EP titled Metropolis: Suite I (The Chase). In 2010, Monáe released her critically-acclaimed first full-length studio album The ArchAndroid, a concept album sequel to her first EP. Her second studio album, The Electric Lady featuring appearances by Solange, Prince and Erykah Badu, was released in September 2013, to rave reviews. In 2016, Monáe appeared in two feature films, Hidden Figures and Moonlight. Her third studio album, Dirty Computer, was released on April 27, 2018.
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